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SERMON I. 


1 CORIN. v. 7, 8. 


CuRIST OUR PASSOVER 15 SACRIFICED 
FOR US: THEREFORE LET US KEEP 
THE FEAST, 


Dy os 


HE. paſſover was a jewiſh feſtival 
- which took its rife from a memor- 
able event. When the people had long 
groaned under the oppreſſions of Egypt, 
the Gop of their fathers beheld them 
with pity, remembered his covenant, 
2nd determined to deliver them. He 
choſe Moſes and Aaron for the inſtru- 
ments of accompliſhing his benevolenc 
purpoſe. Theſe hebrew worthies went 
unto Pharaoh, and aſked him, in the 
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6 SERMON I. 


name, and by the direction, of the 
LoRD Gop of [irael, to let his peo- 


ple go, that they might hold a feaſt 


unto him in the wilderneſs. Pharaoh 


heard them with indignation ; and an- 
ſwered, in all the pride of power, who 
is the Lord, that I ſhould obey his voice 
to let Ifrael go? I know not the Lord, 
neither w I IL I I let Iſrael go. +—Who 
wert thou, O man, thus to reſiſt the 
counſels of the OMnipoTENT ? let the 


potſherds ſtrive with the potſherds of 


the earth, but wo unto him that ftriveth 
with is MAKE R.— The God of Iſrac 
foon appeared in the majeſty of his ven- 
geance. He ſtretched out his hand, and 
ſmote Egypt with his wonders. The 
tyrant trembled; — and, in his con- 
ſternation and terror, prumiled obedi 
ence to the divine order; but as ſoon as 
the awful judgments were ſuſpended. 
he again hardned his heart, ſinned yet 
more, and would x or let the people 
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go. Many a fair promiſe of reformation, 


when under the mighty hand of God, 
hath been as tranſient as the morning 
cloud, and as the early dew. — How de- 
1 ceitful and treacherous is the heart of 
man! 


At length it was reſolved, that at mid- 
night, all the firſt born in the land of 
Egypt ſhould die, from the firſt born of 
G Pharaoh that fat upon his throne, even 

unto the firſt born of the captive that 
was in the dungeon; and all the firſt 
born of cattle ; while the Iſraelites eſ- 
caped the dreadful ſlaughter : And that 
the deftroying angel might paſs by 
THEIR houſes, when, in his fury, he was 
imiting with death all the firſt born of 
Egypt, it pleaſed divine wiſdom to in- 
ſtitute the Pas$oveR. They were 
commanded to take a male lamb, with- 
out blemiſh, of the firſt year, a Jamb for 
every houſe, and to kill, and eat it when 
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roaſted with fire, and to take of the 
blood, and ſtrike it on the two ſide- poſts, 
and on the upper door - poſts of their 
houſes, being aſſured that death ſhould 
not enter into any houſe that was thus 
ſprinkled with the blood; and that the 
blood ſhould be to them for a token; a 
token, or ſign, of their preſervation and 
ſafety. 


This event was too illuſtrious a diſ- 
play of the goodneſs and ſeverity of God, 
to be ſuffered to ſink into oblivion: on 
them which fell, SEVERITY; but to- 
wards them that were preſerved, G 00 p- 
NESS. It was the will of the Almighty 
that it ſhould be tranſmitted to genera- 
tions then unborn. As the paſſover, in 
the firſt inſtance, was obſerved as a 
preſervative from death; ſo it was to 
de a ſtanding ordinance in the church, 
while the diſpenſation of Moſes remain- 
ed, as commemorative of that preſerva- 


SERMON I. 9 


tion. They were told that this day 
ſhould be unto them for a memorial: 
they were directed to keep it a feaſt to 
the Lord throughout their generations; 
to keep it a feaſt by an ordinance for 


ever; and in future times to inform their 


children, when enquiring into the im- 
port of it, — it is the ſacrifice of the 
Lord's paſſover, who paſſed over the 
houſes of the children of Iſrae] in Egypt, 
when he ſmote the Egyptians, and deli- 
vered our houſes. 


And as the paſſover had a retroſpect 
to the preſervation of Iſrael in that 
night of deſolation and death; fo it was 
intended alſo to prefigure, and typify 
what was {till more wonderful and in- 
tereſting. The diſpenſation of Moſes was 
ſigurative and emblematical; it was a 
ſhadow of good things to come. This 
ordinance was typical of the death of 
Chriſt, who ſhed his precious blood to 
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10 SERMON I. 
ſave our guilty world. The Apoſtle, in 


the text, ſtiles Chriſt our paſſover. He 


was the true paſſover, of which the other, 
in the firſt, as in every future inſtance, 
was but the emblem, or ſhadow. — The 
Hraelites took a lamb and ſlew it; and 
Chriſt our paſſover is SACKIFICED 
for us. He is called the lamb of God, 
and the lamb ſlain, — The lamb they 
flew was without blemiſh ; and we are 
redeemed by the precious blood of 
Chriſt, as of a lamb without blemith, 
and without ſpot, -— Their door-poſts 
were ſprinkled with the blood of the 
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lamb, which when the Angel of death 1 
faw he paſſed by; and chriſtians are po- 


ken of, in a moral and ſpiritual ſenſe, as 
ſprinkled with the blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
this 1s their preſervative from the 
wrath to come; this is their ſecurity 
from the vengeance of an incenſed God. 
— They fed upon the lamb that was 
lain; and chriſtians feed upon Chriſt by 
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SERMON I. 11 
faith. Except ye eat the fleſh of the ſon. 
of man, ſaid our Saviour, in a ſtrong 
eaitern figure, and drink his blood, ye 
have no life in you, Whoſo eateth my 
fleſh, and drinketh my blood, hath eter- 
nal life, and I will raiſe him up at the 


laſt day. For my fleſh is meat indeed, 


and my blood is drink indeed. 


When Chriſt the true paſſover was ſa- 
crificed for us, the jewiſh paſſover which 
prefigured it was aboliſhed. The type 
vaniſhed, when the antitype came, as the 
miſts of the morning before the face of 
mature and pertect.day.. 


But if the preſervation of Iſrael from 
a TEMPOR AL death was, in the eye 
of divine wiſdom, of ſo much importance 
as to be a foundation for a commemo- 
rative ordinance in the jewiſh church, 1s 
not our preſervation from ETERNAL 
death, by the ſacrifice of God's Son, a 
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12 SERMON I. 
juſt foundation for ſuch an ordinance in 
the chriſtian? If it was an argument 


why they ſhould keep the feaſt thai 


THEIR paſſover was ſacrificed for them, 


is it not a ſtronger argument why we 


ſhould keep the feaſt that ovk paſſover 
is ſacrificed for us? our paſſover, and its 
conſequent bleſſings, being of infinitely 
greater value. — The e Ipper 18 


the 1 Memorial of the death of 


N 


Chriſt 5 Jagd te this our text (though it 
may admit of a more enlarged interpre- 
tation) does, as! apprehend, immediate- 
1y refer. This is the feaſt which, as 
chriſtians, we are required to keep. 


That there is a prevailing diſregard to 
this holy inſtitution 1s a fact too notori- 
ous to be denied. Ir is not diſregarded 
by thoſe only who are quite indiſpoſed 
to the exerciſes of devotion, and deſti- 
tute of all ſerious principles ; but by 
many who are of decent and ſober 
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"SERMON L 12 
life, and, in the judgment of charity, 
not without impreſſions of internal re- 


ligion. It cannot, therefore, be at all 


improper, or unſeaſonable, to vindicate 


the injured rights of this chriſtian ordi- 
nance, by pointing out, and enforcing, 
our obligations to obſerve it. 


And, in the firſt place, it is a plain 
and expreſs command of our LORD. 
It does not depend upon obſcure paſſages 
of ſcripture, which, after all our re- 
ſcarches, are of doubtful interpretation. 
There is no duty more obvious in all 
the book of God. When Jeſus had 
partaken with his diſciples of the final 


paſſover, he inſtituted this ordinance to 


be, under the goſpel, what that was un- 
der the law. He took bread, and bleſſed 
it, and brake it, and gave it to his diſci- 
ples, and ſaid, take eat; this is my body: 
And he took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, ſaying, drink ye 


14 SERMON LI. 


all of it; for this is my blood of the 
New Teſtament which is ſhed for many 
for the remiſſion of ſins. As if he had 
faid, I now appoint a new ordinance in 
the ſtead of the paſchal ſupper, which 
from this time ceaſes in the church 
of God; and as that, in the firſt in- 
ſtance, reſpected the ſalvation of Iſrael in 
Egypt, then taking place, and was after- 
wards, to this day, a memorial of it; fo 
this bread, and this cup are repreſentative 
of my body and blood, about to be 
broken and ſhed for the ſalvation f 
mankind; and will, after my paſſion, be 
commemorative of my bloody death as 
_ a faenfice-for their "fins. The bread 
and the cup are ſtiled Chriſt's body and L 
blood by the fame figure of ſpeech, as 
the paſchal lamb was ſtiled TH E ya s- 
- SOVER, Which was, ſtrictly and pro- 
perly, the Angel's paſſing over the 
\ Houſes of the Iſraelites, when the firſt 
born of the Egyptians were ſlain, And it 
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SERMON TI. 1 5 


was natural to uſe the ſame kind of 
phraſeology as was applied to the paſſo- 
ver, in the appointment of a new inſti- 
tution in the room of it, eſpecially as the 
import of ſuch language was univerſally 
underſtood. 


The Apoſtle Paul, who was inſtruct- 
ed in the doctrines, and duties of the 
goſpel, by ſpecial revelation, thus writes 
to the Corinthian profeſſors. I have 
received of the Lord, that which alfo 1 
have delivered unto you, that the Lord 


Teſus, the ſame night in which he was 


betrayed, took bread ; and when he had 


given thanks, he brake it, and ſaid, take 


eat; this is my body, which is broken 
tor you : this do in remembrance of me. 
After the fame manner alſo he took the 
cup, when he had ſupped, faying, this 


cup is the new teſtament in my blood: 
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in re- 
membrance of me, — What could be re- 
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16 SERMON I. 


quired i in terms more direct and explicit? 
What could be a ſtronger proof of the 
obligation of this ordinance than its be- 
ing made, after its original appoint- 
ment, a part of a SPECIAL revela- 
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This ordinance 1 is os PERPETUAL 


obligation in the chriſtian church. The 
paſſover was in force, while the legal 
diſpenſation remained, throughout their 
generations; and the Lord's- ſupper, by 
which that was ſuperſeded, is to be oh- 
ſerved while the goſpel remains, that is 
to ſay to the very end of time; for this 1s 
the moſt perfect diſpenſation of religion, 


and the laſt that will ever be vouch- 


ſafed to our world. There is as MU 
reaſon for chriſtians, in the preſent day, 
to participate of the memorials of Chriſt”: 
death, as there was for the diſciples to 
whom the command was immediately 
given, He is the Saviour of aL L them 
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3 SERMON IL. 17 
10 1 | ehat believe. His death is the founda- 
> = 1 tion of our hope, as it was the founda- 
t- tion of theirs: nay, as we live fo far 
2- KY 4iftant from the time in which our Savi- 

1 : ur ſuffered, we have MORE need of 

1 ſenſible repreſentations ro fix upon our 
minds ſtrong ideas of his bitter paſſion. 

The diſciples had long been his intimate 
al 3 friends, and companions, and eye-wit- 
ir neſſes of his tragical death; and his re- 
»y cent crucifixion was in their day in the 

minds of all men. They were, there- 
15 1 fore, more likely to poſſeſs, and retain, 
is lively and affecting impreſſions of this 
n, great event, without the aſſiſtance of vi- 
h- 2 ſible emblems, than chriſtians in ſubſe- 

XZ quent ages; if, then, THE y were re- 
quired to keep the feaſt, in remembrance 
of Chriſt's body broken, and blood ſhed 
for the remiſſion of ſins ; muſt not this 
be a duty incumbent upon us? would 
it not be an impeachment of the wiſdom 
of its author to ſuppoſe that the inſtitu- 
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18 SERMON: I. 
tion ſhould ceaſe when it became of moſt 
conſequence and utility 2y when St. Paul 
had urged upon the Corinthian converts 


a due obſervance of the Lord's-ſupper. 
he ſubjoins, as often as ye eat this bread, . 


and drink- this cup, ye. do ſhew the 


Lord's death till he come: by which 


he means, that it is to be obſerved till 
the conſummation of all things 3 till 
Chriſt's ſecond coming; till he ſhall ap- 
pear in the clouds of heaven, in his ma- 
jeſty and glory, to wind up the grand 
ſchemes of providence, to finiſh the myſ- 
tery of God reſpecting our world, and 
conſiga its inhabitants to the everla ut 


ing abodes of bliſs, or ruin. 


Fhis ſervice is not the appointment 
of fanciful men, who attempt to im- 
prove the mode of chriſtian worſhip ; 
but, in truth, deſtroy its venerable ſim- 
plicity, which is its glory. EHlume n in- 
ventions diſtort the lovely features of tlic 
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SER MON 1. 19 


goſpel. In matters religious and ſpiri- 


dual, they have no juſt claim to our re- 
W card. Jeſus Chriſt is the o LV head 
f his church, and the s OL E law giver 
his kingdom. We are not to receive 
bor doctrines the commandments of men. 


They are a daring inroad on the prero- 


3 gatives of our Saviour's crown, and have 
2 been of pernicious influence in the chriſ- 
9 3 tian world, Were the ordinance of the 
'H upper to be ranked with theſe, it would 
| 4 merit UNIVERSAL diſrepute. But 
it has a far nobler origin. It bears the 
E ſignature of ſovereign authority. It has 


the iniage and ſuperſcription of God him- 
4 felt. It was inſtituted by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom the Father hath made the 
head over all things unto his church, 
and inveſted with all power, both in 


IE icaven, and in earth: when he undertook 
do erect a kingdom of truth, and righte- 
8 .ouineſs, out of the ruins of the fall, he 
$ :-ccived full power to ordain, for the 
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20 SERMON LI. 
obedience of his ſubjects, whatever he 


— O the great undertaking. He: Preſided 


from the carlieſt ages, and had the di- 
rection, and management of its con 
cerns. It is not to be ſuppoſed that he 
was unemployed in the affairs of it, 
till he appeared, in the end of the world, 
to put away ſin by the ſacrifice of hin- 
ſelf. He appointed, in every period, 
ſuch inſtitutions as were beſt adapted 
to its ſtate and circumſtances. Under the 
diſpenſation of Moſes thete were meats, 
and drinks, and divers waſhings, and 
carnal ordinar.ces ; theſe beggarly ele- 
ments, as the Apoſtle ſtiles them, being 
ſuited to the low genius, and groſs pr-- 
judices, of the jewiſh people: but 
when the goſpel diſpenſation was intro- 
duced, he repealed the moſaic ritual as 


unworthy the ſpiritual, and enlightened, * 
ſtate of the church in the laſt times 


ſhould judge expedient for carrying on 


over his church, 3 is his kingdom, N 
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# = = of af many-burthenfame, 


expenſive Tites, appointed two, plain in 
their import, and eaſy to be obſerved ; 
one of which is the Lord's-ſupper. And 
chriſtians are as indiſpenſibly bound 
to obſerve this, as the Hebrews were 
the moſt ſolemn inſtitutions under the 
law. Its obligation is not to be ſu— 
perſeded by the practice of other 
duties, however 


our tranſactions and intercourſes with 
the world; humane and generous to the 
diltrefied and needy; obſervant of the 
laws of temperance and chaſtity; and 
regular in our attendance on the ordina- 
ry offices of devotion; yet theſe will not 
excule an habitual neglect of this Drs - 
G duty df our holy 
We are not to ſclect ſome 
of the commands of Chriſt for our obe- 
dience, and reject others. We are 
bound to obey him in AL L things; by 


TINGUISHIN 
religion. 
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great and eſſential. 
Though we are fair and upright in 
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naming his name we profels an unreſer- 
ved ſubjection to his authority; we en- 
gage to walk in all the ordinances, and 
.commandinents of the Lord blameleſs : 
but how does our practice correſpond 
with our profeſſion if we never keep the 


feaſt? if we never partake of the me- 


morials of Chriſt's death A wilful dif- 
regard to the appointment of the paſſo- 
ver did not eſcape with impunity: the 
offender was cut off from the people of 
Iſrael. And if this act of diſobedience 
to the jewiſh lawgiver, received ſuch 


a recompence of reward, can it be a 
flight offence, (however countenanced 
by the majority of profeſſors) to diſobey 

an expreſs command of CHRIST THERE 


LoRD?:A command which has the 
ſanction of ſo high | an ee is dan- 
gerous to be trifled with. 


„„ Ars. 4 


But the ordinance of the ſupper is 
not only the command of a Soveceign ; 
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SERMON I. 23 

it is alfo, A the lecond place, the ap- 
pointment of a FRIEND. We have 
ſtriking and invincible proof of the 
friendſhip of God's Son. He hath exhi- 
bited the moſt aſtoniſhing inſtance of 
condeſcenſion and kindne's. Though he 
was rich, yet for our ſakes he became 
poor, that we through his poverty 
might be made rich. He left the abodes 
of bliſs, and, for a time, reſided in our 
world, in the form of a ſervant, for the 
benefit of mankind: this was the object 
that engaged the attention and labours 
of his life. He always went about do- 
ing good. He was not wholly indiffe- 
rent to mans temporal felicity. He 
wiped the tear of ſorrow from the weep- 
ing eye; and brightened the gloomy 
Heart with chearfulneſs and joy. Great 
numbers oppreſſed with bodily diſeaſe 
experienced the ſalutary effects of his ſo- 
vereign compaſſion. He gave eyes to- 
the blind, feet to the lame, ears to the 
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lief. He was the reſtorer of health to 
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24 SERMO N I. 
deaf, and tongues to the dumb; and 
healed all manner of ſickneſs, and all 


manner of diſeaſe among the people. 
But he laboured more abundantly to re- 


move the maladies of the mind. He 


was indefatigable in his endeavours to 
inſtruct the ignorant, and reclaim the 
vicious. He was deeply affected with 
the ſpiritual condition of this degenerate 


world. He beheld its miſery, and wept 


over it; and ſpared no pains for its re- 


diſtempered fouls, He was the only 
phyſician of value. And if we, 1n this 
diſtant age, are healed of the leproſy ol 
fin, we are indebted to the ſkill and 
friendſhip of Jeſus ; for by the efficacy 
of his goſpel, under the energy of his 


ipirit, we were made whole. And have 


we not ſeen, and felt, enough of fin to 
convince us, that this is a mighty 
bleſſing ? 
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SERMON LI. 25 
XZ And as mankind are morally diſeaſed, 
1 io they are GUILTY before God. When 
4 we became ſinners, we were a forfeiture 
A into the hands of juſtice, and obnoxious 
10 the curſe of a broken law: and in 

4X God's righteous anger, as an offended 

bovereign, we were deſtined for venge- 
© © ance; but, as a Being of infinite cle- 
. 1 mency and compaſſion, he was willing 
e i I to preſerve us from going down to the 
\: pit, and reſtore us to favour, upon the 
payment of ſuch a price as ſhould ſe- 
0 42 cure the honour of his attributes, and 
y I the dignity of his government. A mighty 
is price, it may be ſuppoſed, was required 
for the impunity, and reſtoration, of 
id ſuch daring rebels. A mighty price 
-y 3 was required, and a mighty price was 
is paid. — Was it the Cattle, upon a thou- 
vo and hills? Was it the wealth, and trea- 
te ure, of a great and opulent kingdom? 
ty 1 or of all the great and opulent kingdoms 

of che earth? Though this is a price of 
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immenſe value, in a worldly eſtimation; 
yet it is too mean and inconſiderable for 
the redemprion of o vr Soul. We were 
not to be redeemed with corruptible 
things, as ſilver and gold. Our exemp- 2 
tion from divine vengeance, and ad- \ 
vancement to happineſs, was to be ob- 
tained by nothing lefs than the precious 
blood of Chriſt. Without the ſheding 
of his blood the offended Deity ſaw meet 
to grant no remiſſion. And did the 
Prince of life, and the Lord of glory, 
Dit for us? — hear, O heavens,and give K 
ear, O earth! — yes, the Prince of lift, 
and the Lord of glory, did die for us. 

He hath loved us, and hath given him- 
felf for us, an offering and a ſacrifice to 
God for a ſweet- ſmelling favour. He 
did not withhold the price of his blood. 
As there was no forrow like unto his 5 
ſorrow, ſo there was no love like unto 
his love. Many waters could not quench 1 
its arddut, nor the floods drown it. The 
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mi ; | approach of death, in its moſt terrifying 
for 1 form, could not ſhake his generous pur- 
vere 3 3 poſe to redeem and ſave us. His love 
ible vas ſtronger than death. He freely 
mp⸗ 7 ſubmitted to all the diſgrace and agony 
ad. of the croſs: being found in faſhion as 
ob. a man, he humbled himſelf, and became 
ious N obedient unto the death, even the death 
ling of the croſs. 
ae 5 : 
the Of-what inexpreſſible value muſt be the 
ory, fouls of men to redeem which the great 
give Immanuel. paid down the price of his 
75 blood And. what an extreme of folly, 
os and madneſs, to barter precious, and 
= immortal, ſouls for the traſh of time 
e to But, is not this the folly, and madneſs, 
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of the generality of the world ? Do they 
not reject the overtures of pardon, re- 
conciliation with God, and lite eternal, 

for the ſake of honours, profits, or 
pleaſures, which are empty as a va- 


pour, and fleeting as a ſhadow ? The 


28 SERMON Il. ; 
God of this world, by the moſt fatal in. A 
fatuation, hath blinded their minds. 


Mankind became in one view, as we 
have ſeen, the priſoners of divine juſtice; 5 
in another, the s LAV Es of the infernal I 1 
tyrant. He is called the ſpirit that 
worketh in the children of diſobedience ; 
and is repreſented as having taken then 
captive at his will. The Son of God be— 
held his uſurped dominion with gener- 
ous indignation, / He felt a ſtrong, and 


. 


ardent, paſſion to dethrone him; and by 
dethroning him, to reſcue our race from 


a ſtate of ſlavery infinitely more abject, 
and wretched, than that of Iſrael in 
Egypt when moſt cruel and oppreſſive. 
The ſlavery of the mind is infinitely more 
diſtreſſing than the ſlavery of the body. 
He girded his ſword upon his thigh; and 
bravely fought our battles againſt the 
grand enemy of human happineſs He 


fell. — But he conquered when he fell. | E 
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SERMON I. 29 


Through death he deſtroyed him that 
had the power of death, that is, the 
devil; and delivered them who through 
fear of death were all their life time ſub- 
ect to bondage. Having ſpoiled prin- 
cipalities and powers, he made a ſhow 
of them openly, triumphing over them 
in his crofs. The victory of the croſs 


= was great and deciſive. He ſaid, it is 


FINISHED: and he bowed his head, 
and gave * the * 


Nor Aid reke Friendſhip of our Saviour 
terminate 1n his death. On the third 
day afrer his crucifixion he left the 


manſions of the dead, and, when he 


had inſtructed his apoſtles, for the ſpace 
of forty days, in things pertaining to his 
Kingdom, he aſcended into heaven, and 
jar down at the right-hand of the Ma- 


jeſty on high. And in this ſtate of 


cxaltation, and glory, he is mindful 


f us, and of our intereſts, Through 
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30 SERMON I. 
life, and in the dreadful hour of death, 
when ſuſpended on a croſs amidſt an 
inſulting multitude, . and feated on 1 
throne, amidſt adoring Angels, he 1: 
the Friend of men Our names are 


the tribes of Iirael on che breaſt-plate 
of the high-prieſt, IIe holds the reins 
of providence. He daily pours out 
upon our world unnumbered bleſſings ; 
dividing to every man ſeverally as he 


ral enjoyments, which his unerring 


I! is true, both when we are full and when 
| we are hungry, both when we abound 
and when we fuffer need: a conſideration 
which forcibly recommends, in wha:- 
Doever ſtate we are therewith to be con- 
tent. — He ſympathizes with us in our 


written on his heart, like the names of 4 - 


will. He allots to thoſe who are de- 
voted to his ſervice that ſhare of tempo- 


wiſdom judges to be beſt for them: this 


1 FT: 


forrows': for we have not an high-prielt 8 


Which obne we touched with the feel- 
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SERMON I. 31 
ing of our infirmities. He adminiſters 
powerful ſupport under the preſſures 

and calamities of life, preportioning our 


ſcrength to our day: and in- che frreſtrt 


ſeaſon and by che fitteſt - rrreans, 1 
beauty for aſhes, the oit of joy for © 
mourning, and the 9 of praiſe for 
the ſpirit of heaviniett, — He is our guar- 
dian and our guide. He directs us when 
in difficulty; and ſhelters us when in 
danger. He is a ſun and ſhield. He 
is an hiding-place from the wind, and 


4 covert-from-the-rempeſt;—He-is a 


preſent help in every time of need. — 
Ile is our interceſſour and advocate, 
He preſents our petitions to the throne 
of mercy, and pleads our cauſe with the 
eternal Father — He is our forerunner 
and repreſentative, He is entered with- 
in the vail, and hath prepared for us 
tanſions of glefy. — In a word, he is 
the great captain of our ſalvation. He 
anmates, and aids, us in our ſpiritual 


5 eternity. What are the molt illuſtrious 
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32 SERMON I. 
conflicts. As he hath overcome, he en- 
ables us to overcome ; and leads us on 
from victory to victory ; and will finally 
introduce us into a ſtate of everlaſting 


joy and triumph. The effects of his 


powerful and benevolent interpoſitions 
will reach to the ,remotel} periods of 


inſtances of human friendſhip when com- 
pared with the friendſhip of the Saviour? 
leſs than the drop of the bucket : leſs 
than the duſt of the balance, 
f 

The ſelfiſh Jews imagined that they 
alone were entitled to the benefit of the 
Meſſiah's advent; and looked on all 
others as having no part nor lot in him, 
But his thoughts were not like their 
thoughts. His liberal Soul was a ſtran- 
ger to the narrow, ſordid, principles 
which reigned in their breaſts. The 
love of Chriſt was not confined, like the 
partialities of men, to his kindred, or 
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SERMON E 33 


0 his acquaintance; or even to his own 
ation. His benignity was as ample and 


extenſive as the united regions of our 
world. And though he was not ſent but 


to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Liracl, 


= to exerciſe among them his perſonal mi- 


niſtry: yet no people under heaven is 
excluded from the benefit of his death 
and mediation. After he was riſen he 
did not ſay to his apoſtles, —go not into 
the way of the Gentiles, and into any 
city of the Samaritans enter ye not; 
but, — go ye into all the world, and 
preach the goſpel to every creature. 
And, in conſequence of his unbounded 
love, a great multitude, which no man 
can number, ſhali come from the eaſt, 
and from the weſt, and from the north, 
and from the ſouth, and ſhall fit down 
in the kingdom of God. How amaz- 
ing the philanthropy ot the Redeemer! 
T he love of C hriſt paſſeth knowledge, 


34 SERMON I. 


Now, let me appeal to every ons | 


preſent, ſhould we not expreſs, and in 


the MANNER he hath directed, our + 
grateful remembrance of his unrivalled BY 
friendſhip ? If he had bid us do ſome i 
great thing, as commemorative of his 


dying for our falvation, ought we not 


to have done it? Might it not hav: 


been claimed at our hands by his great RR * 


love wherewith he hath loved us? Can 


any thing in our power be too great 17 Wl 


be performed at the requeſt of ſuch a 
friend? And ſhall we refuſe to eat bread, 
and drink wine at his table? Shall we 
refuſe this little fervice to him who 
hath done fo much for us? Is this the 
return we ought to make to that 
ſtupendous love which brought him 
down into this vale of tears; that en- 
gaged him to ftrive, and labour, and 
ſuffer, and die in all the agonies of 
crucifixion, to fave us from eternal con- 


EF dcmnation, and to make us happy for 
8 I ever? Is there one attentive mind, in 
ois aſtembly, that is not n wth | 
W the N of this return? / 4 


3 the TIME of its thititution. It was in- 
JF fiituied in the EAR VIEWS OF 
XZ Pcarh. This is a ſtriking circum- 
gance, and particularly noted by the 


night in which he was betrayed took 
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— might, urge, as argutrent 
tor the obſervance of the Lord's-ſupper, 


* 


1 | 
apoſtle Paul. The Lord Jeſus the ſame | 


he brake it; and ſo on. THE SAMB 
NIGHT IN WHICH HE WAS B E- 


bread, and when he had given thanks | 
1 
1 
A 
TRAYED. This circumſtance ſtrong- f 


ly entorces the participation of the De 
ſupper. There is peculiar weight and ; 
energy in the reaſonable injunctions of 1 
a dying friend ar relative. A wilful in- 
citerence and diſregard to them would 
argus an unfeeling, unprincipled mind. 


ment CO ee 


8 4 * 


nnen t 
Could any of us reſt ſatisfied in the 


neglect of the dying command of a wiſe, 
kind, and venerable parent; eſpecially 5 L 
of a command ealily complied with? 7 ; 
But how much ſuperior a claim hat Z : 
the dying requiſition of Jeſus to that of Z 
any other ? how much nearer and more : 7 
Important is the relation between him ; : 


and his people, than between the dear- 


eſt and moſt intimate of earthly con- 


8 


nexions? This do in remembrance f 


me, are words which challenge our 
ſpecial regard, conſidered as the words WR 
of our Saviour in the near approach vi 


death. 


_ Laſtly, the inſtitution of the fupp:r 


hath reference to an event in which we 


ourſelves are moſt intimately concerned 
Chriſt our paſſover is ſacrificed FO 
US: THEREFORE let us keep th. 
feaſt. Had we been required to per- 
petuate ſome grand exploit he had at- 
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chieved, or ſignal victory he had obtain- 
ed, from whence we derived no perſonal 
advantage, would not our allegiance to 
him as a ſovereign, and our obligations 
to him as a friend, have demanded our 
compliance? But the ordinance of his 
ſupper 1s a memorial of the wonders he 
hath wrought for Us: it is a memorial 
of his yoluntary ſubmiſſion to the pain- 
ful and 1gnominious death of the croſs 
to expiate OUR guilt, to vanquiſh o u R 
firitual foes, and to open the way for 
oVR triumphant entrance into the ce- 


leſtial kingdom. Fo the wondrous tranſ— 


action commemorated at his table our 
higheſt intereſts are inſeparably united. 
To this we owe our freedom from ſpiri- 
rual ſlavery, and our eſcape from eternal 
ruin; to this we owe all our enjoyments 
in this life, and all our proſpects of infi- 
nitely greater in the next. The death of 
Chriit to fave a guilty world, unleſs we 
reject the counſel of God azainit our- 
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ſelves, will be the ſubject of our ſub. 
limeſt praiſes through an endleſs dura- 
tion. This will be che immortal ſong 
of the ranſomed of the Lord Wort 
is the Lamb that was ſlain to receive 

power, and riches, and wiſdom, and 
ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and 
bleſſing: for he hath redeemed us to 


God by his blood, out of every kindred, 
and tongue, and people, and nation. 


N n — 4 * FF 
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yaw to keep the feaſt? What effecual 
arguments can be mace ule of for th 
obſervance of this evangelical inſtitut- 


on, if yaw. withſtand the united force ct 
thoſe drawn - from the ſovereign Av. 


THORITY of its divine author z<troin WW, 


his matchleis FRIENDSHIP to the 
ſons of men ; — from the Tims in which 
he inſtituted his ſupper, the fame night 
in which he was betrayed; — and from 
the Cox x EXIL ON of the event it com- 
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memorates with our eternal felicity ? It 
theſe powerful arguments fail, where 
are thoſe to be found that afford any 
proſpect of ſucceſs But in numberleſs 
inſtances theſe arguments Do fail ; and 
their practical influence upon many is 
prevented by apprehenſions of being | 
ditqualified for this holy ordinance ;—by 
2 dread of the conſequences of an un- 

worthy participation of it; and by too 

low ideas of its utility. ö Theſe ſtrall 
endeavour o obviate in my next dis- 
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I CORIN. V. 75 8. 


| Cusisr OUR PASSOVER 1S SACRIFICED 
ron Us: THEREFORE LET US KEEP 


f 


" 4 V HEN we laſt aſſembled, I laid 

| before you ſuch arguments and 
E motives as I thought calculated to re- 
ꝑpreſent and enforce the obligations which 
W chriſtians are under to celebrate the 
Lorcd's-ſupper. But it was obſerved, at 
he cloſe, that the practical influence of 
| 2 them is often prevented by apprehen- 
Iſions of being ois CuALIF I D for 
lis holy ordinance ;— by a dread of the 
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CONSEQUENCE of an unworthy 
participation of it ; — and by too loy | 


ideas of itSUTILITY. 


J grant that perſons living in the al. | = 
lowed practice of any ſin are diſqualificd Þ 


for this ſolemnity. He who hab; 


tually committeth ſin, is the ſervant o 
ſin, and therefore an enemy to Jeſus | 
Chriſt. No man can ſerve theſe two 
maſters, Habitual ſinners have no righ | 
to the chriſtian feaſt, This feaſt mul: | 
be kept not with old leaven, neither 
with the leaven of malice and wicked- | 
neſs. Their receiving the memorials of 
a crucified Redeemer would be an im. 
pious profanation of them, They are | 
infinitely more unfit for the ſacred ſup- | 


per than a filthy beggar for a royal ban. 


quet. What fellowſhip hath righteoul. | 


neſs with unrighteouſneſs? And whiat 


— 
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communion hath light with darkneſs! !“ 
And what concord hath Chrift wit 
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SERMON II. 45 
Belial? Habitual ſinners have no title 
to the privileges and bleſſings of the 
chriſtian covenant, to be enjoyed in 
time, or in eternity. They ſtand ex- 
poſed to the tremendous curſe of God. 
Wich perſons of this character we have, 
at preſent, no concern. We would give 
them no encouragement to keep the 
feaſt while ſin reigns within them; 
while they refuſe to bow, with willing 
fubjection, to the ſceptre of Jeſus, who 
hath a ſceptre of righteouſneſs for the 
ſceptre of his kingdom. 


But there are well - diſpoſed perſons, 
©: a timid temper, who are afraid to 
approach the holy table. Their fears 
ariſe from conſcious imperfection. Their 
impertections,, however, do not furniſh 
a valid plea for their abſenting from it. 
An entire freedom from fin is not ne- 
ceſſary to a religious character. There 
are ſpots in the brighteſt object in the 
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natural world; and in the moral ble. 
miſhes are to be diſcerned in the tempc: 
and conduct of thoſe whom we hold :n 
deſerved veneration for their virtue and 
ſanctity. The beſt of men are the readi- 
eſt to lament and to confeſs theirs. The 
moſt diſtinguiſhed ſaints recorded in 
holy writ had moral infirmities cleaving 
to them, till their dwelling was in the 
heavens. It was the frank acknowledg- 
ment of no leſs a one than the great 
apoſtle of the Gentiks, whoſe excel 
lencies were ſurpaſſed, or equalled, by no 
mere man that ever appeared on the 
theatre of the world, not as though | 
had already attained, either were al 
ready perfect. PERFECTION is the 
attainment of none on this ſide the val- 
of death. SIN CERIT V is the grand 
qualification for the divine favour and 
for the participation of the ſacred feaſt 
Let us keep the feaſt with the unleaven- 
ed bread of SINCERITY and truth, 
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SERMON II. 47 


But, perhaps, you are not SURE that 
you are poſſeſſed of chriſtian fincerity : 
vou are in doubt whether you have 
been renewed in the ſpirit of your minds, 
and brought under the governing in- 
uence of vital religion. This is fre- 
quently aſſigned as the reaſon for not 
receiving the holy ſacrament. It has 
been maintained that a full aſſurance of 
2 perional intereſt in God is eſſential to 
the exiſtence of a religious temper. 
Some among the firſt reformers, of 
warm ſpirits and elevated devotion, who 
were called to extraordinary ſervices, 
and had therefore extraordinary mani- 
feſtations of the divine favour, fell into 
this erroneous ſentiment, from a miſ- 


taken notion, that what they experien- 


ced was experienced by all the faithful. 
This is a palpable, and, in ſome views, 
a pernicious error. There is a wide 
difference between the actual reſidence 
of holy habits in the mind, and the cer- 
ian knowledge that they reſide there. 
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48 SERMON II. 


The divine image is drawn on many 


happy ſouls which have no clear Gil. 
cernment of it. Many depreſſed and 
haraſſed, in this benighted world, with 
gloomy doubts concerning their ſpiritual 
ſtate, are now ſinging, on the mount 
of Zion, the triumphant ſong of Moſes 
and of the Lamb; while many a proud 
boaſter is in that outer darkneſs where 
there is weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, 
Their loud pretenſions to bright diſcove- 
ries of God's ſpecial love were as ſound- 
ing braſs and a tiakling cymbal. The 
beſt of characters, in this life, being 
mixt and imperfect, an abſolute aſſur- 


| ance that they are the heirs of promiſe, 


may be the yRETENSION of many, 
but, I apprehend, is the ATT AIX. 
MENT of few. 


We ſhould examine, indeed, wit 
ſerious care what is our reigning diſpo- 
ſition. We ſhould commune with our 
hearts, and our ſpirits ſhould make di 
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igent ſearch, This is often enjoined in 


BS cred writ; and is eſpecially requiſite 
before receiving the holy ſacrament. 
his ſervice is too ſolemn to be haſtily 


and raſhly performed. It is the direction 
Moc an apoſtle, Let a man examine him- 
X lf (as to his knowledge of the deſign 


and intendment of this ordinance, and 
as to his prevailing character) and fo let 
g 7 him eat of that bread and drink of that 
| cup. If cERTAINTY is not the re- 


F ſult of ſuch examination; yet, if our 


hearts are right with God, we may ac- 


quire that humble hop E of the di- 
vine favour, which will be the ſource 
of the ſweeteſt ſatisfactions, and juſtify 
our participating of the choiceſt pri- 
vileges of the ſanctuary. This hope 


4 i] ſincere chriſtians might generally attain, 


Were we to accusToM ourſelves 
to ſelf - converſe and inſpection, we 
could not remain totally ignorant what 


1 J ſpirit we are of. If, in conſequence 
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50 SERMON II. 
of a ſtrict, impartial, enquiry into our 
diſpoſition and life, our hearts condemn 
us not with any allowed guile ; if we 
have PROBABLE evidence of our ſuperi- 
or regard to things unſeen and eternal; 
of our cordial eſteem of Jeſus, and unte- 
ſerved ſubjection to him, as our Prince 
and Saviour; and of our undiſſembled 
affection to all who bear his image; in 
one word, if, in any degree, we have 
probable evidence of our ſincere and 
entire approbation of the goſpel plin | 
of ſaving ſinners, why ſhould we ab. 
lent from the holy table? Why ſhould 
we refuſe openly to avow this app:o- 


bation, by receiving the memorials f 


the Saviour's death. This inftiturion | : 
is a ſeal on God's part and on ours: | 
it is a confirmation by an outward {ig 
of the promiſes he hath made, throug! 
the mediation of his Son, who died to 
obtain eternal redemption for us; and 
a confirmation of our deſire and <1: 
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gagement to accept, in the way he hath 


directed, the promiſed bleſſings. 


Divines have diſtinguiſhed between 


WY i HABITUAL and an ACTUAL. 
1 preparation. By the former is meant 
the 20SSESSION of a religious tem- 
1 per; by the latter the happy FR A M E 
of the graces which conſtitute that tem- 
1 per. A good man cannot engage in 
| 3 this, or in any religious duty, with ac- 
: ceptance and profit, when his thoughts 
| 1 are diſtracted with worldly cares, and 
bis mind indiſpoſed for the exerciſes of 
dcvotion. When about to enter on the 
bolemnities of religion, we ſhould ſay 
to the cares of this life, as Abraham to 
| f his ſervants, abide you here while we 
N go vonder and worſhip. And we ſhould 
ſummon our beſt diſpoſitions, and charge 
them to exert their utmoſt vigour. 


F. in the proſpect of communicating 
Ly {ome employ much time in preparatory 
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52 S ERM ON. II. 

devotions. I would not diſcountenanc 
this practice if their circumſtances wil 
admit of it. It is their wiſdom thus to 
conſecrate the hours they can reden 
from their temporal occupations. De- 
votional exerciſes are pleaſing and im. 


proving to a well-attempered mind. 


Our graces, like our garments, are apt | ; 
to be diſcompoſed by the buſtle f 
the world, and need to be adjuſted 


before we wait upon God in his ſanctu- 


ary ; and the duties of the cloſet tend] | 
to prepare us for the ſervices of th: | 
temple. Yet I muſt ſay that a ſuper- Þ 
ſtitious ſtreſs has been laid on Mm uv ci 3 
time ſpent in theſe preparatory exer- | 
ciſes. It has been deemed xxckss ag y 
to the worthy partaking of the ſacred Þ* 


ſupper. But the ſituation and circum- | 


ſtances of chriſtians are various, A pru- Þ* 
dent regard to their ſecular concern: 
will not allow to all long or frequent 


retirement; nor is it required of all. 


God is not a hard mafter, reaping 


WT 
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where he hath not ſown, or gathering 
where he hath not ſtrawed. He requires 
of men according to that they have, and 
not according to that they have not. 


1 do not ſay that any ſituation will 
juſtify an entire neglect of private de- 
votions. Theſe have a juſt claim to a 
part, more or leſs, of every day; and 
ali who wiſh to find may find op- 
portunity for them. That attention to 
the intereſts of 1H 1 s life is beyond due 
meaſure, which precludes a daily atten- 
tion to the intereſts of the orHER. We 
have loſt that day in which we have 
ſhown no regard to the great end and 
purpoſe of our being. But for thoſe ex- 
traordinary devotions, at which I have 
juſt hinted, many have not opportuni- 
i7; nor is the want of it, as {ome con- 
ceive, a ſufficient excuſe for neglect ig 


to keep the feaſt, Chriſtians ſhould be fo 
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54 S ERM ON II. 
the world as to be able, upon any ſudden 
and unexpected occaſion, eaſily and 
gracefully to retire from it into the 
molt ſolemn duties: they ſhould have 
ſuch a ſovereignty over their thoughts 
as to ſay to one, go and it goeth; and 
to another come and it cometh; and 
to another do this and it doth it. This 
is a great and valuable attainment, 
Greater is he that ruleth his own fpirit, 
than he that ruleth a kingdom. 


I confeſs this degree of ſelf-govern- 
ment is the acquiſition of few or none; 
and therefore we ſhould be at ſome 
pains to put ourſelves into a fit poſture 
for this ſolemnity : nor let any deſpair 
of being ſo, in whatever difadyantace- 
ous circumſtances providence may have 
placed them. Employ what time the 
neceſſary buſineſſes of life will fairly ad- 
mit of, in acquiring an actual preparati- 
on for it; eſpecially on the day in which 
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you are tO communicate, endeavour to 
compoſe and exalt your minds to a re- 
collected devotional frame, by ſerious 
converſe with yourſelves, your Savi- 
our, and your God. If this were more 
generally practiſed previous to the more 
ordinary duties of ſocial worſhip, there 
would not be ſo much cauſe to com- 
plain of their little influence and effect: 
we ſhould be more diſpoſed for receiv- 
ing the ſeed of the word, and for drink- 
ing in the dew of heaven. — Above all, 
be importunate at the divine throne for 
the influences of the ſpirit. Theſe are 
eſſential to the acceptable performance 
of every duty. The preparation of the 


heart, as well as the anſwer of the tongue 
is of the Lord. Let us thus endea- 


vour to be prepared, and we may hope 
tobe welcome gueſts at our Lord's table. 


The ſecond cauſe aſſigned for neg- 


lecting the chriſtian feaſt, was a dread 
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of the coxs E E of an unworthy 
participation of it. It is faid, in the 
epiſtle which contains the text, the 
eleventh chapter, and twenty-ninth 
verſe, He that cateth and drinketh un- 
worthily, eateth and drinketh damna- 
tion to himſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's 
body. From miſapprehenſions of the 


import of this paſſage, many have been 


fo terrified with the danger of commu. 
nicating, as to tremble at the very idea 
of it. But this paſſage is far from 


wearing that face of terror, which ti- 


morous minds are ſo ready to imagine. 
It is an allowed point that the word, 
which is here rendered by ſo harſh a 
term as damnation, ought to be render. 
ed JUDGMENT. And it is evident, 
from the context, that it relates not to 
eternal but to TEMPORAL judgment. 
For this cauſe, it is ſubjoined (that i: 
to ſay, for eating and drinking unwor- 
thily) many are weak and ſickly among 
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oY cou, ard many ſleep; ſleep the fleep of 


; : chaſtened of the Lord, that we ſhould 
not be condemned with the world. Bo- 


dily diſtempers were mflicted upon 


= fone of the Coriathian church, as a 
BE iudoment for their unworthy communi- 
| cating; and as a merciful mean to a- 
waken in them a ſenſe of their fin, and 
PREVENT their final condemnation, 


The Corinthians were highly crimi- 
nal in the article of the ſupper. They 


met together, where they were wont to 


atjemble foy publick worſhip, and ear 
and drank with great diſorder and in- 


temperance. Each having his own fe- 
parate proviſions, as was the cuſtom of 
the Greeks at their ſocial meals, fome 


indecently and greedily devoured theirs, 


octore others were come to the repaſt. 
in cating, ſays the apoſtle, every one 
taketh before other, his own ſupper. And 
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the rich provided plentifully for them. 
ſelves, and drank to excels ; ſparing no- 
thing of their abundance to their par 
brethren, who had none, or at beſt but 
a ſcanty portion. One was hungry, ano- 
ther was drunken. The poor, *tis likc. 
ly, murmured at the ſelfiſhneſs and vo- 
racity of the rich; and the rich treated 
the poor with inſult and contempt. In 
ſhort, there was an horrid ſcene of con- 
fuſion, exceſs and riot. And yet the 
Corinthians were ſo deluded, as to think 
that this was celebrating the Lord's-ſup- 
per : though they had no diſcernment 
of the Lord's body ; no diſcernment of 
any relation the elements bore to his 
bloody paſſion ; and though their fac- 
tious intemperate feaſting was , directly 
repugnant to the obvious deſign of that 
pure, harmonious, friendly inſtitution, 
Their exceſſes tended to bring upon them 
bodily diſeaſe. And not only fo, but gric- 
vous diſeaſcs were brought upon them 


1 
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3 by the immediate hand of heaven. Di- 
| vine wiſdom ſaw fit, by theſe outward 


viſitations, to aſſert the honour of this 
enerable appointment, in its infancy. 


155 were the judgments intended by 


che apoſtle; and ſuch was the crime 


4 6 [oxint which they were denounced. 


But why ſhould the judgments which 


} were inflicted, and further denounced 
ES againſt the Corinthian profeſſors, for 


Eo vile and ſcandalous a profanation of 
Ide holy ſacrament, excite a dread of re- 


b Lewin it in any ſerious Chriſtians, who 


gare deeply impreſſed with its ſolemnity, 
and have a quick reſentment of God's 
ipleaſure? Such are leſs likely, than 


all others, to eat the bread and drink tlie 


up of che Lord unworthily; and yet 


theſe are the perſons who are uſually 


oft terrified by the apoſtle's commi- 
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may be protaned by other means, than 
by ſuch wregularities and exceſſes as th 
Corinthians were guilty of. We ex 
and drink unworthily, however exter- 
nally decent in the act of communica 
ing, if we eat the bread and drink the 
wine, with minds inattentive to the grea 
objects repreſented by them; and «|. 
pecially, with minds under the predomi. 
nant influence of diſpoſitions and af. 
fections, the reverſe of thoſe which thi; | ; 
holy rite is intended to improve. Ard |. 
I cannot forbear adding, that they a 
and drink unworthily, who partake « 
the elements in ſubmiſſion to the a 
thority of man, and not to the autho 
rity of Chriſt; and with a view to the! 
temporal advantage, and not to the 
ſpiritual improvement. What can 
a viler profanation of a divine och. 
nance, than its proſtitution to ti 
low purpoſes of worldly gain? Th. 
unleſs prevented by timely repentan 


SERMON 1k WM 
will not eſcape God's righteous judg- 
ment in che final day. 


| acknowledge further, that the beſt 
are liable to perform this ſervice im- 
properly; and that an improper per- 
formance of it cannot but be diſpleaſing 
| ; to a jealous God. But is not this true 
of cvery other duty? Is there not much 
imperfection in all our devotions, which 
calls aloud for deep humiliation and re- 
pentance? And ſo boundleſs is God's 
WW mercy, that he admits of repentance for 
| ; all our imperfections. Receiving the 


a: jacrament, without the due exerciſe of 
ho correſpondent diſpoſitions, no more ex- 
1 Þ : cludes us from mercy (as ſome ſeem 
ben ; groundleſsly to apprehend) than en- 
i gaging in any other act of religious 
, worſhip, without a ſuitable frame of 
tl wind. And they who neglect the chrit- 
dun feaſt becauſe liable to partake of it, 


„% without, that fixt attention, deep ſe- 
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nouſneſs, and raifed devotion, which 
it juſtly demands, have equal reaſon (as 
hath often been obſerved, and with ju!. 


; * rice, on this argument) for the neglect 
; of every other appointed duty. We 
1 ſhould take the utmoſt care to receive 


the memorials of Chriſt's death ſeriouſly 
and devoutly. If we fail, we ſhould 
[: humble ourſelves at the footſtool of the 

if divine throne; but our liableneſs to 
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—— —— 
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* 


It | fail ſhould not prevent our receiving 
$ 1! | them. For though chriſtians chiefly fear 
| 14 the conſequences of communicating ; 
iN | yet, to ſay the leaſt, there is as much 
| [| 4 cauſe to fear the conſequences of ne- 
| it 6 glecting to communicate. The com. 
| it mand of our Lord to celebrate his ſup- 
| if per being directed to all his followers, 
[| | we cannot innocently diſobey it and wear 

PN the chriſtian name. 

0 i} 

| ll Some apprehend that communicants 

| ; i are bound to a recluſe, auſtere mode of 
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living, which 1s not obligatory upon i 
chriſtians ar large ; and that a failure in 1 

14 4 

it would render them guilty of the body 1 

and blood of the Lord. And, perhaps, 1 

with many this is an objection of no in- Will 


conſiderable weight. But they are ſtran- 
gers to the ſpirit and genius of our re- 
ligion, who imagine that it enjoins upon 
any of its votaries, a ſeverity of manners 
1 . incompatible with the ſocial intercour- 
(es, and real enjoyments of life. Chriſt's 
poke is eaſy, and his burthen light. 
| * Religion does not deem herſelf ho- 
noured by a moroſe, unſociable diſ- 
poſition; a gloomy aſpect; or a preciſe, 
ſanctimonious conduct. Theſe religion 
diſclaims. They are the maſk of hy- 
TT f pocriſy, or the garb of ſuperſtition. 
; 0 Yct it cannot be thought that commu- 
nicants preſerve a decorum or conſiſt- 
ency of character, — when they laviſh 
2 their time in ſcenes of public diſſipation, 
or private amuſement z; — when they 
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64. SERMON II. 

ſuffer the attractions of company tc 
draw them beyond the bounds of tem. 
perance and ſobriety ; or, at leaſt, to 
late and unſeaſonable hours; when the 
duties of the family and of the cloſet 
muſt be entirely omitted, or haſtily per- 
formed; — or when they allow them. 
&lves to ahenate to worldly buſineſs ; or 
waſte in ceremonious viſits, or excur- 
fions of pleaſure ; ſometimes the whole, 
at other times a part of that day, which 
God hath conſecrated to his more im. 
mediate fervice. Such liberties are un- 
becoming a communicant. And | dare 
not invite any, who will not deny them- 
ſelves liberties of this nature, to keep 
the ſolemn feaft. Bur then I muſt add. 
that theſe hberties are unbecoming c- 
very CHRISTIAN, as well as every 
communicant: nay, I know not how they 
are reconcileable with a ſupreme regarc 
to things ſpiritual and eternal. Tho 
cheir incongruity be more obvious and 
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olaring in communicants, than in other 


: ; profeſſors; yet they are really incon- 
gruous with a religious character in all. 
Lis impoſſible to reconcile, what many 
modern profeſſors fain would reconcile, 
= .. prevailing love of pleaſure with the 
| love of God; and a conformity to the 


manners of this world with ſcriptural 
hopes of heaven. Religion where it 
dwells hath the ſovereignty of the heart. 


| But do ſuch liberties afford any proof 
| that the reigning affections are devoted 
ö toit? They bear the contrary teſtimony. 
| p In truth, 1 know of nothing incumbent 
en communicants, that is not incumbent 
| x on them as men and as chriſtians. With- 
out repentance towards God, and faith 
n our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; without an 
N . | Pabitual ſubjection to the divine will, 


{ and a governing attention to the inte- 
reſts of immortality, none can attain the 


great ſalvation; with theſe none will 


all ſhort of it. Nothing can be more 


mn — N 


1 
* * 


SE - 


n 
r 


* 
is 
5 
iy 


* 4 - ” 1 
* > 2 42 ng; thro 7g er 
on bes . — no ae CN e — REOPNA 
* — "* * 8 a 7 y 


— EA 
* — 

» +. ww r TA 
palin 


+ as 2 


we 2 9 _ 


2 


* 1 ä 1 - vs Pl a " 1 
R en... 44 apr 4 : DE ns, tw Be * 0 1 — a — 
e ö ma . — a NE TIO , en ng 2» Va * 
„ e. r ac dy, 0 - eg an * 6 : 2 — 


e ., gs; 


= = 


66 SERMON. II. 


wild and fantaſtick, than the idea of he. 
ing ſaved, if we neglect the chriſtian 
feaſt, without that ſanctity of diſpoſit. 
on and demeanour; without that circum. 
ſpection and care in our daily walk an 
converſation; and without that devoted. 
neſs to our ſpiritual and everlaſting con 
cerns, which are neceſſary if we keep i: 


In the laſt place, the neglect of th: 


Lord's-ſupper arifes from too low idea; 


of its UTILITY. Not content with main: 
taining the juſt ſuperiority of moral du 
ties over politive precepts, ſome har: 
ſpoken of the latter in terms degradug 
and contemptuous. But is it neceſſan 
to build one on the ruins of the other 
Becaule poſitive precepts are of ar i. 
ferior order to thoſe of a moral kind, 
and ought to give place when they in. 


terfere with them; does it follow, thi! 


when they do not interfere, they are to! 


llighted and contemned as vain and ule 
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allen into the other extreme. 
bor inſtance, look upon the mere act of 
communicating at the Lord's-table as 
enſuring their falvation. 
expect inſtantaneous and almoſt mira- 
5 culous effects. They expect to be raiſ- 
ed to ecſtaſy and rapture; to be caught 

up, like the apoſtle, to the third hea- 
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s However different in degrees of 
5 importance and utility, all God's pre- 
cepts concerning all things are right. 
poſitive, as well as moral duties are de- 
fſigned and calculated for the benefit of 
che oblerver. 


There are thoſe, I own, who have 
Some, 


And others 


ven. Many have approached the holy 
table with ſuch extravagant expectati- 
ons; and been greatly depreſſed at their 
diſappointment, apprehending that God, 
in his diſpleaſure, denied them his ſpe- 
cial preſence. Theſe expectations took 
their rife from falſe ſentiments of this 
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68 SERMON H. 
chriſtian ordinance ; and of the manne 
of its operation in conveying benefit 0 
the mind. It does not operate as 1 
charm ; but upon rational principle. 
and, in a great meaſure, according to 
the eſtabliſhed connexion of things. . 
is the grand mean of improving the dil. 
poſitions and graces, which form the 
chriſtian temper. Theſe diſpoſition; 
and graces are to be improved, by a { 
rious and devout artention to their c.. 
pective objects, which are here exhibit- 
ed uncer ſtriking repreſentations. 


In GENERAL, it tends to increaſe out 
abhorrence of ſin; the deep malienity 
and dreadful iffue of which are no where 
to be ſeen, as in the death of Chriſt. 
This bears ample teſtimony that it is 


exceeding ſinful. This expoſes its enor- 
mous guilt, as a breach of God's law, 


and its dcteſtable ingratitude, as a con- 
tempt of his mercy; and is the chief 
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iutrument of its deſtruction. Chriſt 
crucited, unto the Jews a ſtumbling 
block, and unto the Greeks, fooliſhneſs , 
but unto them which are called, both 
Tews and Greeks, Chriſt, the power of 
God, and the wifdom of God. The 
deſpiſed preaching of a crucified Savi- 
our hath been the means of effecting, 
what could not be effected, by the refin- 
ed ipeculations, and ſubtile reaſonings 
of the learned and the wiſe. The doc- 
trine of the croſs, in the apoſtolick age, 
and, in more or fewer inſtances, in 
every ſubſequent age, hath triumphed 
over the ſtrongeſt corruptions of the 
human heart. It hath been mighty 
thro' God to the pulling down of ſtrong 
holds. 
through this medium, the deeper will 
be our reſentment of it, and the more 
determined our reſolutions againſt it. 
5y commemorating the death of Chriſt 
io free us from its penalty and power, 


And the oftener we view fin. 
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its remaining influence in us muſt di- 
miniſn and decay. 


And this ſervice will increaſe our 
zeal and activity in performing our 
duty. The ſtrongeſt moves to an obe- 
dient life are drawn from the work of 
redemption. None ſo powerful as the 
cords of redeeming love. All others, 


in compariſon, are but as a lender 


thread. The love of Chriſt conſtrain- 


eth us, ſaid the great apoſtle, or (accor- 


ding to the import of the original, a5 
an able critick ſpeaks) bears us away like 
a ſtrong and reſiſtleſs torrent, becauſe 
we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead: and that he died 
for all, that they which live, ſhould not 
henceforth live unto themſelves, but 
unto him which died for them, and rol: 
again, Under this ſweet yet powerfu! 
conſtraint our ſervices will be free and 
liberal. We ſhall be ready to eve!) 
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SERMON II. 8 
good work. We ſhall be like the cha- 
riots of a willing people. Though the 
fears of Almighty vengeance are, gene- 
rally, the means of driving men to ex- 
iernal acts of duty; yet no duties but 
what are the effect of more kindly im- 
preſſions can meet. with divine accept- 


ance. The ſpirit of religion is not a 


ſpirit of fear; but of power, and of 


LOVE, and of a found mind. That 


obedience, which 1s extorted by the ter- 
ror of the Lord, is mean and fordid : *tis 


the obedience of a ſlave. Generous ſpi- 


rits are actuated by an higher principle, 
and influenced by nobler motives. And 


that eſteem and veneration for the di- 


vine character, which are the genuine 
ſource of every acceptable ſervice, will 


be heightened and improved by the or- 


dinance of the Supper; for here we 


have the fulleſt manifeſtation of the 
moſt amiable of God's attributes, — his 


MERCT, 


72 SERMON II. 
Beſides, by keeping the feaſt, we re- 


new our engagement to deny ungod- 
Iineis and worldly luſts, and to live ſo- 
berly, righteouſiy, and godly in this 
preſent world. We openly recognize 
our having joined ourſelves to theLord, 
in a perpetual covenant that ſhall not 
be forgotten. We {ſolemnly ſwear that 
we will be faithful to him as our leader: 
that we will be for him and no other. 
And will not this ſolemn tranſaction put 
us more upon our guard againſt the moſt 
ſecret approaches of ſin, and ſtrengthen 
a principle of holy obedience? When 
preſſed by a temptation to the negled 
of duty, from an apprehenſion of ſome 
preſent inconvenience ariſing from it; 
or to the commiſſion of ſin, from the 
proſpect of ſome immediate pleaſure, or 
profit, the idea of our ſacramental vows 
will be in the place of a thouſand argu- 
ments to repel it. 


3 


* 


H | pared not his own Son, but delivered 


SERMON II. 73 
But the utility of this ordinance may 


be illuſtrated, in reſpect to the INxDpIwI- 
DUAL graces of the ſpirit. | 


It will affect us with a pFNITENT ſenſe 
of fin, to behold the dying of the 
Lord Jeſus. Our thoughts will na- 
turally be led from his ſufferings to 
our ſins. And we mult be under great 
inſenſibility of mind, if we do not feel 
the emotions of an ingenuous ſorrow, 
when we remember his dying love, and 
recollect our ungrateful returns to him. 


It will add to the power of AIT H. 
All the promiſes of God in Chriſt are 
yea, and in him amen. They are all 
confirmed and ratified in his blood, — 
When we behold him in the agonies of 
death, by the DESIGNATION of the Fa- 
ther, to fave a loſt world, ſhall we not 
ay, in full aſſurance of faith, He that 


WW X 


gots r: 2042 


e * 
A * 


dvr ads - * 
1 N rr ry A reread 
Op 1. nd e, ee eee n . 
9 4 ** * 4 a 
4 ena Fay . * rns 


urs * 
3 — 
enn 
pe * 


_ j * 
e 1 * * - . 
and * 0 8 
f * on et - — 2 
8 Apt . n * - 1 F £4 
F e or 8 Wt Br; . ee, inn, in "Oy. ASD 1 4 
a> FERRY; 7 > * tA N 
. ** 1 Y be "Fr 2 1 - 
of $f 4 o TIT * Rr N * — — — 4 


1 
r 
- = 
N 
r * ras 
7 O l 
. 7 


„ee 
— 
Wo * * 


y Fu Fu „ r nnen * 
ꝓ—2ͤ— — 1 g — 
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him up for us all, how ſhall he not with 
him alſo freely give us all things? What 
may we not expect from that generous 
hand, which did not withhold from us his 
Son, his only Son? A gift to which the 
treaſures of eternity are unequal | — 
Or when we behold him voLuxTa::y 
bearing our ſins in his own body on the 
tree, ſhall we not more firmly truſt in 
him, now he is exalted to be a Prince 


and a Saviour, and hath the power of 


granting what he died to procure? If 
when we were enemies, We were recon- 
ciled unto God by the death of his ion; 
much more being reconciled, we ſhall 
be ſaved by his life. — And by adding 
ſtrength to our faith it will add vigour 
to our HOHE. The ſame means which 
improve the one will improve the o:he:. 
Theſe graces are in perfect union. 


It will likewiſe increaſe our E 
of God. We cannot but feel the im- 
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1 preſions of fear, when we fee him in 
che grandeur and magnificence of his 1 
works; and eſpecially, when we read or i 
hear of his righteous judgments : ſuch 1 
as — His burning a city with fire from 
heaven, for the enormous wickedneſs 
of its inhabitants; — His ſweeping, with 
a raging peſtilence, a guilty land ;—His 
W riding on the wings of a tempeſt, ra- 
aging, with reſiſtleſs fury, mighty 
E kingdoms ; —or ſhaking their founda- 
tions by the convulſions of an earth- 
quake, and reducing their proudeſt ſtruc- 
tures to heaps of ruins; — above all, 
E when we look forward to that tremend- 
| ous day, in the which the heavens ſhall 
paſs away with a great noiſe, and the 


4 E cicements ſhall melt with fervent heat, 
in L: 

B thc carth alſo and the works that are 
lex. 1 


therein ſhall be burnt up, and the wick- "A 
ad conſigned to the blackneſs of dark- 14 
WE nfs for ever. Theſe ſcenes are unut- # 

:crably dreadful : yet they are not cal- g 
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culated to ſtrike us with an awe of God'; 
majeſty, equal to his appearing, in the 
terrors of his juſtice, and inflicting on his 
well-beloved Son, the puniſhment due 
to the iniquities of us all. 


And as we ſee, in the memorials 
of Chriſt's death, the triumphs of 
juſtice; ſo we fee the triumphs of 
mercy, God hath ſet forth his fon 
to be a propitiation through faith in hi 


blood, not only to declare his righte- 


ouſneſs that he might be juſt ; but allo 
the juſtifier of him which believeth in 
Jeſus. So that the ſacramental feaſt wi! 
heighten the fervours of religious Lov: 
It will be as fuel to the hallowed flame 
The love we bear to an earthly frien 
grows more ardent by recollecting ti: 
ſignal inſtances of his love to us. And 
will not our love to our God and Sav! 
our, by recollecting that wondrous love 
which is ſo illuſtriouſiy ditplayed in tlic 


Jetus with her tears, and wiped them 
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great work of redemption? The be- 
nignity of God to men is viſible in na- 
ture and in providence. 
rounded with inconteſtable proofs of 
his bounty and munificence. — Bur 
in redemption his goodneſs beams forth 
with tranſcendent glory. 
manifeſted the love of God rowards us, 
becaule that God ſent his only-begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live 
through him. Herein 1s love, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and fent his fon to be the propitiation 
for our ſins. 
to our attentive thoughts the ſon of God 
bearing our griefs, and carrying our 
ſorrows; ſuffering, bleeding, dying, to 
deliver us from the wrath to come, and 
obtain for us immortal bleſſedneſs, 


We are ſur- 


In this was 


It is impoſſible to call up 


and not derive from this affecting view 
greater ardency of love. The woman, 
in the goſpel, who waſhed the feet of 
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with the hair of her head, and kiſſed 
them, and anointed them with precious 
ointment, loved much, becauſe much 
was forgiven her : and ſhall not we love 
much if we ſee in his ſufferings, when 
he bore the curſe for us, how much we 
are forgiven ; and contemplate the im- 
menſe reward purchaſed for us at the 
price of his blood: Such are the inex- 
hauſtible treafures of divine love, that 
it grants to beheving penitents not par- 
don only, it grants too the great reward 
of heaven. God fo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten ſon, that 
whoſoever belicveth in him, ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting life. Every 
true chriſtian hath in him the love of 
the Father and of the Son; but while 
here below, there are many things to 
damp and to diminiſh it: and in the beſt 
how little and how languid! We cel 
to be attentive to its preſervation and 
Iinprovement. And I know of nothing 
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ſo well adapted to theſe valuable pur- 
poſes, as the devout commemoration of 
the death of Chriſt, 


Next to the love of God is the love 
of our fellow MEN. Thou ſhalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy 
mind. This is the firſt and great com- 
mandment. And the ſecond is like un- 
to it, thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as 
thyſelf. A benevolent diſpoſition is a 
reſemblance of the Deity, and a neceſ- 
ſary qualification for the intercourſes of 
heaven, To cheriſh this heavenly and 
godlike diſpoſition, in the breaſts of his 
follo wers, was one grand deſign of our 


Saviour in the appointment of his ſup- 


per. It is a feaſt of love; and furniſhes 
the moſt powerful motives to its cul- 
tivation. It repreſents us ſo nearly 


and intimately connected with man- 


kind in general, and with chriſtians in 
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particular, as muſt awaken the tender- 
eſt feelings and affections of the heart, 
For we being many are one bread and 
one body; for we are all partakers of 
that one bread: and it holds up to our 
view the molt wondrous and attractive 
example of generous love, and us as 
the objects of it, And, beloved, when 
we here behold how much God hath 
loved us ſhall we not be more fervent 


in our love to one another? 


Again, by viewing the deep diſtreſſes 
of che innocent Jeſus, we ſhall become 
more PATIENT and reſigned under the 
afflictive viſitations of providence, He 
was a man of ſorrows and acquainted 
with grief. He had a bitter cup that 
was given him to drink. He had migh.- 
ty and complicated troubles to encoun- 
ter. Our troubles at the worſt bear no 
compariſon with his. They are as no- 
thing when weighed in the balance. 


SERMON II. 81 
Now, by viewing the greater ſuffer- 
ings of another, we Sina our own. 
T hough imagination is apt to magnify 
our ſorrows, when we look to thoſe a- 
round us, whoſe external circumſtances 
wear a happier aſpect ; and ſelf-partiali- 
ty tempts us to murmur and repine at 
them; yet how little and inconſiderable 
do they appear, to a mind converſant 
with thoſe which were the allotment of 
God's well-beloved Son! and if ſo large 
2 ſhare was appointed to one, of his in- 
nocence and excellence of character; 
ſhall not we, undeſerving and ſinful, 
| lee caule, at leaſt, to be acquieſcent un- 
der the gentle chaſtiſements of the Al- 
mighty's hand? 
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It will alſo ſupport and ANIMATE $i; 
as under the trials and temptations of tif 
lite, if we fix an eye on the invincible 
fortitude and magnanimity of our Savi- 
our, in the moſt preſſing ſeaſons, He 
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Leader? 


did not draw back from the hour of coy. 
flict; nor faint in the day of adverſity, 
He met all oppoſition in the path of 
virtue and glory. with an intrepid 
mind; and triumphed over the com- 
bined powers of earth and hell. In 
every ſcene he appeared with dig. 
nity; in none with greater dignity 
than the ſcene of his ſufferings, = 
There is ſomething wonderfully afimi- 
lating and inſpiring in true valour, I. 
cannot but rouze and fire the moſt 
timid ſpirits in a juſt and honourable 
cauſe, What, then, will animate us to 
fight boldly againſt the enemies of our 
eternal ſalvation : what will prevent our 
yielding to any difficultres and dangers, 
in the cauſe of truth, of righteouine!s, 
and of God, like the example of our 
We are exhorted, by an + 
poſtle, to look unto Jeſus the author 
and finiſher of our faith; who for the 
Joy that was ſet before YR endured the 
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Cos, deſpiling the ſhame, and is ſet 
down at the right hand of the throne of 
God: to conſider him that endured 
EW {ch contradiftion of ſinners againſt 
E imſelt, leſt we he wearied and faint in 
our minds, 


Were it needful, I might point out 
the happy influence of the holy ſup- 
per upon ALL the graces of the ſpirit. It 
is to all of them, as gentle ſhowers of 
rain, and the genial warmth of the ver- 
nal ſun, to the vegetable creation, It 
will cauſe the graces that be in us to a- 
bound, and make us that we ſhall nei- 
ther be barren, nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


But were there no immediate or na- 
tural connexion between this holy rite 
and our religious improvement; we 
might reaſonably infer, from the cha- 
racter of its author, that the due obſer- 
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vance of it ſhall not be in vain. He 
will, by his ſecret influence, render hi 
appointments, when ſeriouſly regarded, 
ſubſervient to very valuable ends. There 
was no natural connexion between the 
Iſraelites their ſlaying a lamb, and 
ſprinkling its blood on the door: poſts 
of their houſes, and the preſervation of 
their firſt-born from death. There was 
no natural connexion between looking 
upon the brazen ſerpent, erected upon 
a pole in the wilderneſs, and being heal. 
ed of a deadly ſting: and yet, in the 
former inſtance, their firſt-born were ſe- 
cured from the ſword of the deſtroying 
angel; and in the latter, it came to 
paſs, that if a ſerpent had bitten any man, 
when he beheld the ſerpent of brais hc 
hved. 


St. Paul ſpeaks of the laſt ſupper as 
the communion of the body and blood 
of Chriſt. The cup of bleſſing which 
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we bleſs, ſays he, is it not the com- 
munion of the blood of Chriſt? The 
bread which we break is it not the com- 
| munion of the body of Chriſt ? Seri- 
| ous communicants jointly partake of 
| the chriſtian feaſt ; thereby expreſſing 
8 their affection and friendſhip for each 
other, as members of the ſame family, 
and ſharers of the ſame privileges and 
bleſſings. And they not only hold com- 
munion with one another, but likewiſe 
with Chriſt their head : they renew the 
ſurrender of themſelves into his hands, 
as their Redeemer and Lord; act faith 
in him, and love to him, under theſe 
great and endearing characters ; and re- 
ceive from him ſpiritual bleſſings, and 
an earneſt of eternal, as the reward and 
purchaſe of his death. Many, of too 
ſober and ſteady a diſpoſition to be borne 
away by the flights of enthuſtaſm, 
have happily experienced its beneficial 
citects, Many have found it good for 
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them to draw near to their God and $;. 
viour in this ſolemnity. They have 
found it the plentiful ſource of refined 


pleaſure, and rich improvement, Are 


not ſome preſent who can bear teſ- 
timony in its favour? Muſt you not 
chiefly aſcribe to it, under the bene- 
diction of heaven, your advances in the 
divine life, and your confolation in the 


ways of God ? 


Do no perſons, then, of worthy cha- 
racters neglect the chriſtian fealt? |] 


dare not ſay this; but I do ſay that their 


characters are LESS worthy in conſe- 
quence of this neglect. The divine 
life that is in them hath not that 
ſprigbilineſs and vigour it would have 
acquired had they made uſe of ihis 
grand mean of ſpiritual improvemen.. 
Their graces differ from what they 
might have been, under. the benigr 
influence of this holy inſtitution, 3s 3 
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plant ſecluded from the ſun, from 
another open to its beams every re- 
turning day. And their graces be- 
ing comparatively feeble, their con- 
ſolations muſt be comparatively ſmall. 
Faint impreſſions of God's image do 
not produce bright and cheering evi- 
dences of being born of him. Nor will 
he liberally grant the conſolations of his 
ſpirit, to thoſe who ſeek them not where 
they are principally to be found. In his 
juſt diſpleaſure, he often withholds from 
them the light of his countenance, and 
ſuffers dark and deſponding thoughts ro 
haunt and terrify their fouls. Nay, the 
omiſſion of this duty muſt of itſelf occa- 
fon painful ſenſations in a ſertous mind. 
It hath given deep concern to many, 
when the time of their departure hath 
been at hand, who, otherwiſe, would 
have paſſed through the vale of death 
with calmneſs and compoſure, if not 
with cheerfulneſs and joy. Such mſtan- 
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riage ſupper. Suffer no unreaſonablc 
prejudices, nor ſuperſtitious fears, to 
deprive you of ſo rich and divine an en- 
tertainment.— If in advanced life, come, 
for ail things are now ready. Thank. 
fully and joyfully receive the memorial 
and pledge of your Saviour's love. Drav 
no argument, from having long neglec- 
ted his dying command, for {till cont! 
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1 ces have fallen within our obſer vation. 

1 The celebration of the Lord's- ſupper i; 

14081 more intimately connected, than ſeem 

| it ; generally attended to, with peace of mind 

— and a growing meetneſs for the heaven. 

! ; . | js 2 ** ſtate. 

14.41 4 = 

[i 1 Divine mercy and wiſdom have fur. 
{hal niſhed the table; and both duty and in- 
1 tereſt are preſſing in their invitations to 
1] ! Fi it. Come then, my fellow chriſtians 

1 N eat of the bread and drink of the wine. 

46/00 Seek no vain excuſe, like thoſe in thi 

4 1 parable, who were bidden to the mar- 
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nuing in the neglect of it. Paſt ne- 
glects cannot juſtify future, Loſt op- 
portunities cannot too ſoon be redeem- 
ed.— Or, if in the day of youth, come 
to the holy table. You cannot be too 
early in your ſacramental dedication, 
provided you have (what is not difficult 

to be attained) a competent knowledge 
of the chriſtian covenant, and cordially 
conſent to it. This ſervice, in early 
life, will meet with ſpecial acceptance, 
refſect a luſtre on your character, and 
be a mighty preſervative from the ſnares / 
of the deſtroyer, It will, probably, 
prevent thoſe approaches to ſin, to 
which thouſands, who had no appre- 
henſion of loſing their innocence, have 
dated their ruin. | 

Some of us have communicated at 
the table of the Lord, and have a proſ- 
pect this day of repeating the ſolemn 
fervice. May we ſee him, as I truſt 


90 SER MON II. 


we have ſeen him, in his ſanctuary, x 
theſe favoured ſeaſons! May his ipecial 
preience cheer and invigorate every ho 
principle in our ſouls! — The privileges 
we enjoy are many, and they are great. 
We are planted in the houſe of the 
Lord, under the attention of his eye, 
and the culture of his hand. No ad- 
vantages are wanting, for our improve- 
ment in the amiable virtues of a go 
heart, and a good life. Let us remem- 
ber, that unto whomſoever much i; 
given, of him much ſhall be required. 
Let us adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things. Let integrity 
and uprightneſs be our inſeparable com. 
panions. Let it be viſible, in our daily 
deportment, that we have been with 
Jeſus; that we poſleſs his ſpirit as wel! 
as wear his name; that the principles 
which govern us, are ſuperior to those 
which rule the world ; that we look not 
at the things which are ſeen, and are 
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temporal; but at the things which are 
not ſeen, and are eternal. 


How long we ſhall continue under 
| the means of religion, depends on his 
boeereign will, who hath the keys of 
death, and the inviſible ſtate. But 
at the longeſt, brethren, our time 1s 
ſhort. Our days, months, years, are 
on a rapid wing. We cannot be far 
from the borders of eternity. Its awful 


ſcenes are opening to our view. He, 
whoſe death we are about to commemo- 
rate, is coming in a cloud with power 
and great glory. Lift up your heads, 
with joy, ye humble followers of the 


Lamb! for your compleat redemption 
draweth nigh. 
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